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Betty’s Case Study
Betty is competent because, at some point, she makes it clear that she is interested in the treatment of her condition. In the same way Diane Hegener, a radiation oncologist explains in the program, Betty has shown interest in the treatment with the way she asks questions, especially about the reading list to know more about the condition she is in. Despite the fact that the doctor is convinced that radiotherapy can be the only option for Betty, professionals agree on the program that patients have a choice to make decisions about the issues that affect their lives. It is her body and it is the consequence of her choice that the doctor is focused on. Vincent DeVita, the director of the National Cancer Institute seems to conquer with Diane that Betty has a choice in this case. This is mainly because of the side effects of treatment processes that are involved in caring for the patient.
It is difficult to make the decision that revolves around saving the baby against losing the mother. But, as professionals all agree, risking the life of the mother to save the baby may be dangerous for the mother. Secondly, they all agree that reaching a conclusive result, in this case, requires enough information and that is why they all call for further consultation before making the final decision. However, despite the different opinions, they all agree that the most important choice depends on Betty and her husband. As a professional, the doctor’s role is to offer the patient enough information to enable him or her makes the best decision. However, it is not the role of the caregiver to make important decisions for the patients.
Mortimer Rosen, a professor at Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center, explains that if Betty decides to save the baby against her life, it is her choice and he will support it because it is her wish. Similarly, Mildred Stahlman, the director of Neonatology, explains that Betty is right to make her choice and every professional care should follow the choice of their patients. According to Mildred, Betty’s choice should be respected but the doctor should be there to offer her guidance and advice on the best way to make the best choice.
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, this does not mean that Betty is right either. As one of the panel members said, Betty’s situation requires negotiation because there are medical disagreements. Some members of the panel feel that Betty’s choice is not competent and her mother’s decision to have her baby terminated to save her life would be better. But, most professionals seem to agree that the fact that Betty has been consistent over the weeks since she was diagnosed with cervical cancer to save her baby over her life is competent enough and should be respected. 
